
“Restoration: Part II”
1 Samuel 7:4-17

Restoration includes practical action that leads to real obedience in your life (4-6)
The people of Israel did not just say “yes” to the demand to make an exclusive commitment to God in 

their lives, they took action that demonstrated the reality that God was truly God of their lives. First, the 
Israelite’s removed all of the other gods that they had placed above and alongside of God in their lives. 
Second, the Israelite’s took steps to begin to serve God alone in their lives, which included gathering together 
to worship, to pray, and to confess their sins to God. What an incredible picture of restoration! Israel was 
turning from a rebellious and broken family into a unified and obedient family of God. God’s work of restoration 
had brought them to this point. God’s work of restoration had prepared them for this step of obedience in their 
lives. God’s love and grace had never left them or forsaken them. God had pursued them until they were finally 
ready to pursue Him, and once Israel made the decision to turn to God, their decision demanded practical 
action in their lives that led to real obedience to God in their lives. God’s work of restoration still works the 
same way in our lives today!
1. Read 1 Samuel 7:4-6. In verse 4, God’s Word says that Israel served God alone. In verses 5-6, God’s 

Word gives a picture of what this looked like. Discuss what you see God’s people doing in these verses?
2. Why is gathering together to worship God together so important? Are there verses in the New Testament 

that reinforce the importance of gathering together in worship? Share and discuss.
3. Why did the Israelites fast? What is the purpose of fasting? Have you or do you ever fast and pray? Why?
4. Why is confession important? What is the point of confession, or what does confession accomplish? Are 

you willing to share your experience of God’s work in your life through confession? Take a minute to share.

Restoration includes trusting God to win the battles to restore what sin destroyed in your life (7-11)
Israel’s obedience to God brought about the immediate attack of their enemy. The Philistine’s heard 

that all of Israel had gathered together, and the Philistine’s saw this as an opportunity to attack them at one 
time. The Israelite’s could have forgotten about God at this point. They could have given up on their 
recommitment to Him because their situation had turned from bad to worse, but they did not turn away from 
God. They continued to trust in Him. The Israelite’s called on Samuel to call on the Lord on their behalf, and 
through their continued worship of God, God moved in a mighty way on their behalf. God did what Israel could 
have never done. God threw the Philistine’s into great confusion in order to give the Israelite’s an advantage in 
the battle. God won the battle against the Philistine’s for His people. God won the battle against the Philistine’s 
to restore what sin had destroyed in the lives of His people. God’s work of restoration still works the same way 
in our lives today!
1. Read 1 Samuel 7:7. What happened as soon as Israel began to truly serve God alone in their lives? Has 

this ever happened to you or someone you know? Why do you think that God would sometimes allow the 
enemy to attack someone when they’ve made a new commitment to Him?

2. Read 1 Samuel 7:8. What is the most important thing that the Israelite’s do when they are coming under 
attack from the enemy? What are other ways that they could have responded? Do you know anyone who 
is under attack right now because they are taking steps of obedience to the Lord in their lives? Pray for 
them in your group.

3. Read 1 Samuel 7:9-10. What’s interesting about these verses? The Philistine’s are drawing near, but what 
is Samuel doing? What does this tell us about the importance and power of true worship?

4. Share testimonies of God’s work of winning battles to restore what sin destroyed in your lives.



Restoration gives opportunities to thank God for His work of restoration in your life (12-14)
After the defeat of the Philistine’s, God restored the land that the Philistine’s had taken from Israel. After 

the defeat of the Philistine’s, God kept the Philistine’s from having power over Israel during the time of 
Samuel’s life. Because of everything that God had done for Israel in restoring what sin had destroyed in Israel, 
Samuel did the one thing that was important for Him to do, which was to take the time to remember and to 
thank God for His work of restoration in the lives of His people. Samuel set-up a stone of remembrance so that 
the Israelites would not soon forget about God’s work of restoration in their lives. Samuel took the time to share 
and to thank God for all that He had done for the Israelites, leading the Israelites to do the same. God had 
performed a miracle of restoration for His people, and Samuel was not going to let that work of restoration go 
un-noticed and unannounced. Today, it is important that we do the same!
1. Read 1 Samuel 7:12-14. Who helped, protected, restored, and delivered? What about today?
2. Samuel set-up a stone of remembrance. Have you ever done something like this, creating a remembrance 

of something that God did in your life? If so, share your story with the group. What’s the danger in setting 
up “stones” of remembrance?

3. The stone of remembrance was public. It was meant to remind all of God’s people of what He had done. 
What is the importance today of public professions and testimonies of what God has done in the lives of 
His people? What do you think keeps people from sharing their decisions publicly? How can we as the 
church — God’s people — help overcome these barriers to publicly remembering and thanking God for His 
work of restoration?

Restoration’s point is relationship with God in your life (15-17)
Samuel served God all of his life, and the key to His faithful service was His faithful relationship with the 

Lord. In the three traditional locations for worship, Samuel served and worshiped the Lord. In Samuel’s 
hometown, Samuel built an altar there, because worship was just a part of who Samuel was. His relationship 
with the Lord was real, which meant that it was just a part of who He was. Worshiping the Lord was not 
something that Samuel just did, worshiping the Lord was a part of who Samuel was because of his relationship 
with the Lord. Samuel’s a wonderful reminder of the purpose of God’s work of restoration. Restoration is all 
about God’s desire for relationship with His people, which He uses to accomplish His work through His people. 
Today, nothing has changed. God’s work of restoration in your life is because of God’s desire for relationship 
with you.
1. Read 1 Samuel 7:15-17. If you had to summarize Samuel’s life through these short verses about the 

summary of his life, what words would you use to summarize Samuel? Why?
2. How do you want to finish? What words do you want others to use to summarize your life?
3. Thinking about the list of words that you just came up with to summarize how you want to finish, where 

does your relationship with God fit in? How and why?
4. How does worship in your life reveal the reality of your relationship with God? On a scale from 1 to 10 (1 

being the least and 10 being the most), where would you rank worship in your life? What does this reveal 
about the reality of your relationship with God right now?


